Blacker: Discussion on Teaching Report do ordinary midwifery practice; he was only to be available for consulting work. The enormous population of London is not really appreciated; it has a population greater than that of Ireland, and while the population of Ireland is receding, that of London is increasing. It seems to me that we require much more space for beds than is actually available, and that we shall go on requiring it, Dr. G. F. BLACKER. This Section is concerned with two main problems. The first is how to increase the number of lying-in beds to meet the public need, and the second is how to increase the facilities for teaching. As regards the first problem, the present provision is so inadequate as to form an utter scandal. Four institutions such as proposed in the report could easily be. filled-there is ample material. A bed should be available for any woman who desires to be confined in a lving-in hospital. In some districts no such hospitals exist. However, this is a matter for the local authority and the Government. The second problem, how to improve the teaching, is the one which primarily concerns the doctors. The teaching of obstetrics as compared with that of surgery is admittedly bad; all are agreed that the student does not get the same quality of teaching of operative procedures and, in fact, does not receive as good value for the fees he pays. Under the alternative report presented in the criticism, the resident in charge of the lying-in hospital would get £500 a year instead of £150, and the teaching would be no better, as it would still be given by men of the standing of registrars and by other residents. The contrast with other subjects in which the staff themselves teach the students would still be maintained. If large centres are started, whole-time directors should, in my opinion, be appointed, with an adequate salary and proper facilities, comparable to those of other clinical units. There is really little difference between the report and the alternative in the criticism, but the report is much the better of the two schemes.
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